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your guide to making money from your spare stuff
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Earn extra cash without selling the family silver



Looking for 
extra income? 
Put the spare stuff in your life to 

work. Whether you’ve got spare time, 

space or skills, you could be using 

them to make you some money.  

What have I got to offer? 

Have a look around you and think about what you could 

rent out – that attic space that’s gathering dust, a spare 

bedroom in case your relatives ever decide to come and 

stay, your driveway or your car, or even your powertools if 

you don’t use them regularly. Or how about your time and 

skills? If you think about it, you’ve probably got lots to offer, 

that someone nearby could be paying you for! 

Who would want my stuff? 

You’d be surprised. Since the growth of internet 

marketplaces, there’s been an explosion in what’s often 

called ‘peer to peer’ activity – where ordinary people 

swap, sell or rent stuff they have to others. It’s now easier 

than ever before to showcase what you have to offer, and 

find people willing to pay for it. And in most cases, it’s 

completely free to advertise.

Who’s behind this great idea?

This guide showcases six innovative ways to start earning money 

without getting another job. Each of these pioneering businesses is 

an established leader in their field, helping thousands earn extra cash 

every month. We’ve come together to spread the word about how 

good it can be to put your assets to work, making money for you. 

These companies have been 

featured in:

What’s the catch?  
There isn’t one really. If you’ve got a few minutes to 

spare you can pop your items, space or skills online, 

and start to see the demand for what you’ve got to 

offer. What have you got to lose? 

Let us show you how simple it 

can be to make money from:

your storage space with Storenextdoor.com

your spare room with SpareRoom.co.uk

your driveway with ParkatmyHouse.com

your car with goCarShare.com

your tools and equipment with RentMyItems.com

your time and skills with Taskhub.co.uk

I advertised a bike and dog crate for 

£10 per week and a bike rack for £20 

per week. Within days I was able to rent 

them out locally and before I knew it I 

had made £120. I can save cash as well 

by hiring things in, such as a gazebo and 

carpet cleaner, saving money by not having 

to buy them.

Zoe was awesome, 

arranged a handy 

meeting place near the 

tube, then actually 

dropped me off slightly 

early at a different 

gate to the others. Also 

happy to make rest stops 

when needed. Thanks 

loads Zoe was such 

a chilled, easy and 

enjoyable journey.



Infographic researched & 
made by Storenextdoor.com

How much 
can I earn?

Earn  
£250  

a week 
Based on  
average  
earnings

Earn  
£114  

per week 
Average for a  
double room  

including  
bills

Earn  
£100 

per week
Across an  
average  

of 5 rented  
items

Earn  
£40  

per week 
Based on  
average  
earnings

Save  
over 50%  
of your  
petrol  
costs

Earn  
£16  

per week 
Average monthly 

earning for a  
loft is £70

Earn  
£27  

per week 
Average monthly 

earning for a  
garage is  

£120

Storage

Car

Parking

Items

room SpareRoom.co.uk

Time

credit towards your first 
Task by using the 

discount code: 
hellotaskhub

Join now 

5£
and get a 

Have space, time, 
stuff to spare? 

You could potentially 
earn £547 a week!



Handling money
If your transaction involves making or taking payment 

online, look out for a secure payment platform (you’ll 

notice a padlock in the corner of your browser, and 

the web address for payment pages should start with 

‘https’). If you’re taking payment directly from the 

other party, watch out for cheques bouncing – cash 

or direct bank transfers are more reliable.  Money 

transfers like Western Union are to be avoided. 

What you do with the money is up to you… pay the 

bills, go on holiday, treat the kids. The extra income 

should be treated just like normal income, ie declared 

on your tax return if you normally fill one in. There is a 

special benefit to householders who rent out a spare 

room, which makes much of the income tax free.

Maintaining your privacy
Whilst you do need to be somewhat open about yourself if you want 

people to trust and deal with you, you don’t need to reveal everything. 

Keep your physical and email addresses concealed, and only use reputable 

sites that offer a secure messaging service. That way you can communicate 

privately with the other party without revealing your details.

Protect yourself
Some platforms will include extras like insurance as standard, and 

others will offer guidance on the types of insurance cover that suits your 

purposes, without selling it directly themselves. 

There are rules and regulations around some of the  

money-making schemes we suggest in this booklet.  

For example, if you’re renting out a room, you’ll need  

to have a gas safety check done. Each company will  

be able to advise you before you go ahead.

Top tips
Be honest with yourself and others. 

It helps prevent confusion later on.

Get back to people quickly. 

Nobody likes being made to wait, 

especially if the answer’s “no thanks”. 

add a picture to your profile.  

People like dealing with people, 

especially if they know a little about you.

Trust your instinct.  

If you’re not comfortable with the way an 

individual is dealing with you, you don’t 

need to deal with them.

Be safe.  

If a stranger’s coming round to view your 

room or pick up your powertools, make 

sure you’re not home alone. 

The trust factor
When thinking about renting out your possessions 

or part of your home, it’s natural to be wary. 

Concerns about safety and security will spring to 

mind, especially when it comes to dealing with 

strangers. 

The vast majority of people who’ll contact you 

in response to your ad will be genuine. But it’s 

important to go into this with your eyes open.  

Knowing how much it’s safe to share openly online, 

and what information you should keep private, is key 

to protecting your privacy.

Our six featured businesses are experts at dealing 

with the quirks of human nature, and can advise you 

how to deal safely on the internet.
It has been 
absolutely brilliant. 
I found a part time, 
mid week lodger 
through SpareRoom 
and it couldn’t 
have worked out 
better. We get on 
really well and 
she’s a really nice 
person. I wish I’d 
done it years ago!

We never used our garage and 

now we are making around £120 a 

month extra. The Storenextdoor 

website is really easy to use and 

the fact that it’s all insured 

means we don’t have to worry. A 

great idea!

renting your 
stuff online. 
What to expect.
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Storenextdoor.com connects people  

that have stuff to store with  

people that have space to spare!

We don’t 
have much 
clutter so 
we thought 
we would 

go and rent out our spare 
room. I was a little nervous 
at first but the site was 
really easy to use and I’ve 
had some lovely people 
interested in it. We rented it 
to a couple who are storing 
some furniture while they do 
some work on their house.  
The extra income is very 
useful as it all adds up and 
it’s going to go towards our 
honeymoon.

VIVA lASElF-SToRAgEREVoluTIon!

It’s like an ebay for self-storage! If you have an 

empty loft or garage, a spare room, basement or 

even a secure outbuilding - it could be earning 

you money. The peer to peer service is fully 

insured by Aviva, and the legal contract and 

payments are all handled by the website.

How much could I earn? 
Monthly prices for spaces range from £80-£100 

for a spare room, loft or vault to £80-£130 for 

a garage or outbuilding. You can list up to five 

spaces - for free! The average amount that 

people are earning is around £90/month (up to 

£250 for multiple spaces). 

Anyone with extra space can make a listing - as 

well as homeowners, farmers and smallholders, 

the opportunity is open to small businesses and 

charitable organisations.

What are the benefits? 
Apart from the opportunity to make some extra 

cash, Storenextdoor offers you: 

A simple-to-use website - listing is very easy! 

Secure messaging (your personal details are 

private until you are ready to share them)

Online payments (no awkward cash exchanges)

Insurance cover from Aviva for all non-trade 

listings

Help with valuation and ongoing support 

What does the website 
provide? 
Once you have uploaded an advert for your spare 

space, it will appear in the listings. If someone is 

interested in renting your space (we call these 

people the Squirrels) they will send you a message 

via the website and you will be notified by email. 

If they are happy to rent your space (they may 

ask to view it first), you can set up a contract and 

payments through the site. Once the contract is 

agreed, your new Squirrel will fill in an inventory 

and move their stuff in! 

You will get paid on a monthly basis via direct debit 

(the site takes a small cut from the rental fee).  

List your space and get a Badger mug!

Find us on
 facebook/storenextdoorUK
 @storenextdoorUK
now available in your neighbourhood. 
Sign up for free

Enter the promo code SAVVY when you list your 

space to claim your badger mug prize. 

need to clear out your spare spaces? 

Storenextdoor members get a 10% discount with 

Anyjunk. See website for details.

Loft £60-£80
Spare Room £80-£100
Garage £110-£130
Cellar £60-£80
Outbuilding/Shed £80-£120

average earnings 
per month
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Brought to you by SpareRoom.co.uk the UKs most visited Flatshare site (Source: Hitwise)

How can I find a lodger, is it difficult?

The advent of online flatshare listings has made finding a lodger easier than ever. 

With an online listing on sites such as www.Spare
Room.co.uk you can include 

photos and video of your room so prospective lodgers can see what’s on offer. You 

can also check out who’s looking for a room in your area.

Will I be taxed on my income and do I have to declare it?

Under the government’s ‘Rent a room’ scheme you can earn up to £4,250 tax free 

by taking in a lodger and, provided you don’t earn more than this, you won’t need 

to declare it.

Do I need to comply with the new Tenancy Deposit laws?

So far the law only applies to Assured Shorthold tenancies so you can take a 

deposit without having to use the scheme.

Having decided to take in a lodger you’ll need to plan ahead so here’s our 

step by step guide to help you work your way through the process with 

minimal fuss and make sure you’ve got everything covered in advance. 

Points marked with an asterisk are absolutely essential; you shouldn’t 

ignore any of these. Those with the ‘recommended’ symbol ( ) are points 

we’d strongly advise you to consider.

1. Check with your mortgage lender, landlord or local authority (if you’re in a 

local authority owned property) to make sure you can legally take in a lodger. 

Unless you own your property and the freehold it’s always best to check that 

you’re OK to get a lodger to save any surprises later on.*

•	If	you
	own	your

	prope
rty	che

ck	with	you
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2. Inform your insurance provider to make sure you’re still covered and so you 

can let your lodger know if they’ll need their own insurance*

Earn £4,250 tax free by getting in a lodger
For most people, renting out a spare room is the simplest way to earn 
significant extra income. With a shortage of housing in the UK, there’s 
always a demand for rooms, so if you’ve got a spare room sitting 
empty, why not put it to work earning cash for you instead?

Why Robert’s renting out 
his spare room
Robert Wilkinson, a 37 year old accountant, 
owns a three-bed house in Manchester. He’s 
been renting out a room since just after he 
bought the house last year. Robert says,  
“I like having the company. The extra income is 
useful for helping me maintain my lifestyle, too”. 
Robert charges £450 a month, which includes 
a share of all bills and council tax. He’s always 
used SpareRoom to find his lodgers, and is keen 
to recommend the service.  “Using SpareRoom 
to advertise meant I didn’t feel rushed into taking 
the first person who came along - I could take 
my time to choose the right lodger.”

Earn thousands from 
your spare bedroom

How much could I earn? 
UK room rents average around £114 per week,  
for a double room including bills, so you could be 
earning around £6,000 a year. What’s more, the first 
£4,250 is automatically tax free, without having to  
fill in any complicated tax forms. You’d have to work 
over 969 hours in a second job at minimum wage to 
earn that (and that’s before tax!). Enter your postcode 
in the search box on SpareRoom’s homepage to see 
what other people are charging for rooms in your area.

What are the benefits? 
The great thing about renting out a room in your home is it’s flexible. You can rent it out 
for the whole year, just for a few months, or weekdays only if you want. That way you can 
keep some of your privacy too. And if it doesn’t work out with your lodger, you can ask 
them to leave at any point. Over 82,000 homeowners take in a lodger every year through 
SpareRoom, and many make friends for life, not to mention extra benefits from feeding 
pets to shovelling snow. A few have even ended up marrying their lodger!

Why SpareRoom?
SpareRoom.co.uk is the number 1 site for finding a lodger. With over 3 million users, 
we’re the biggest specialist website in the country, and give you the widest choice of 
potential lodgers. We also help you with useful info and advice, because taking in a 
lodger is a serious decision and we want you to have the best experience possible. Our 
award winning customer service team are here to answer your questions 7 days a week,  
by phone or email.

Go to SpareRoom.co.uk/extraincome NOW! 

Keen to find out 
more about renting 
out a room?
Visit us today to get our free  
lodger guide.

You can find us on  
 facebook/spareroom.co.uk   @spareroomuk

You can scan this 
QR code with your 
mobile device
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Brought to you by SpareRoom.co.uk the UKs most visited Flatshare site (Source: Hitwise)

If you’re thinking of taking in a lodger there are a few 

things you’ll need to consider. Some of it’s just plain 

common sense but there are a few things you might not 

have thought about so, starting with the basics, here’s 

our guide to taking in a lodger.

What is a lodger?A lodger is someone who rents a room in your home without having exclusive 

rights to any part of the property. Lodgers can have extra services (such as 

cleaning, laundry or meals) included by agreement but they’re not compulsory

Who can take in a lodger?

Most homeowners and council tenants can take in a lodger but there are several 

factors to consider before you go ahead. You may need to inform your mortgage 

lender or local authority and you’ll almost definitely need to alert your insurance 

provider. If you claim any benefits these will almost certainly be affected if you 

take in a lodger.
What will I need to provide?

In the simplest terms you’ll provide a furnished room plus use of communal areas 

and facilities. Other benefits such as cleaning and meals are up to you.

How much can I charge?

That all depends on where you live and what your property is like. Have a look on 

www.SpareRoom.co.uk at other rooms available in your area to get an idea what 

the going rate is likely to be.
Can I evict someone if it doesn’t work out or I need my room back?

Generally speaking it’s easier to evict a lodger than a tenant but you will need to 

give ‘reasonable notice’ if you intend to evict. We strongly recommend a written 

agreement between you and your lodger(s) so the conditions are agreed upon in 

advance.

The SpareRoom.co.uk step by step guide to taking in a lodgerUpdated January 2011





Why use RentMyItems?
• Are you looking to make money? 

• Do you have items you use infrequently but  
don’t want to part with? 

• Are you keen to be green and looking to reduce waste?

• Do you want to save money?

• Are you reluctant to buy something you will only  
use once?

RentMyItems.com Make Money, Save Money, Be GReen

visit us now at www.rentmyitems.com
you can also find us on: 

 facebook.com/rentmyitems          twitter.com/rentmyitems

youR Rental 
MaRketplace 

case study: emma

I saved £1,127 in four months!

‘Instead of selling unwanted things, I 

could hire them out. It sounded like a 

great way to make some extra cash....

And it’s not just about making money - 

I’ve saved cash, as well.”
(as featured in Woman’s Own) 

How it works 
Upload images of your item, a description and which area you are in. Then name 

your price! It really is that easy. Remember – listings are based around postcodes (we 

don’t disclose actual street addresses) so the more items listed in your area, the more 

opportunity there is for you to make and save money! 

Be a part of our future
The business has received significant press coverage over the past 18 months including 

national TV, radio, newspapers and magazines. Web User Magazine highlighted 

RentMyItems as one of the 40 Best New Sites To Save You Money. Please visit our Press 

page to see more: www.rentmyitems.com/press.

There is an opportunity for you to 

become a part of our future as we 

grow. We have recently launched 

an investment pitch on Seedrs.com. 

Seedrs is a crowdfunding website and 

you can now invest in RentMyItems 

for as little as £10 or as much as 

£50,000. We are aiming to raise 

this investment by the end of July 

so don’t miss out on this great 

opportunity. See the pitch here: 

www.rentmyitems.com/seedrs

pullout stats: 
Our ICM-commissioned research found:

• UK residents spent in one year £2.9bn on items 
that were rarely or never used. 

• Women waste £650m each year on clothes they 
never wear.

• Annually, £240m is spent on DIY tools that are 
rarely used.

What are the benefits? 
• Free listings.

• No commission on rentals until further notice.

• Already over 1,300 listings across  
36 categories.

• Professional hire companies, including  
HireStation, list items on our site. 

• Neighbourly and local.



credit*  

Join now
 

5£
and get a 

Taskhub allows users to earn trust through badges, ratings 
and feedback. You always know what you're going to get, 
and who you are dealing with - you're in control and we 
help you make the right choice. Taskhub provides a safe 
online and mobile platform for connecting people and 
bringing them together through technology.

* towards your first Task by using the discount code: hellobristol

Taskhub

An online marketplace that connects people who 
need help with tasks, jobs and errands with people in 
their area who can help. You choose the price and 
the people, staying in control every step of the way.

You’ll earn extra cash and meet 
people in your community.



 

 

 

There are 38 million empty car 
seats travelling around Britain 
everyday. Not cool.

The average 100 mile car 
journeys produces over 20kg of 
CO2 emissions. Not green.

Petrol prices have gone 
up over 50% in three 
years. Ouch!

What we do
goCarShare.com is an ‘online marketplace for empty car-seats.’  
Connecting drivers and potential passengers, earning money and saving 
CO2. Creating a trusted community through Facebook.

What are the benefits?
Earn! Passengers contribute to petrol
Green! Save 20kg carbon per 100 miles
Fun! Choose passengers, meet great people

What next?
Like what we are doing? Well that’s great. We need awesome people  
like you to help us grow the community. 

Add your next journey at...

www.goCarShare.com

Life’s a Journery - share it!

@gocarshare   



Some other useful links

www.hmrc.com (for tax advice)

www.collaborativeconsumption.com

Design by                                                 www.tomologydesign.com

Who’s behind this great idea?

This guide showcases six innovative ways to start earning money 

without getting another job. Each of these pioneering businesses is 

an established leader in their field, helping thousands earn extra cash 

every month. We’ve come together to spread the word about how 

good it can be to put your assets to work.

The  
consumer 

peer-to-peer 
rental market 
alone is worth 

£17 billion 
worldwide*

credit towards your first 
Task by using the 

discount code: 
hellotaskhub

Join now 

5£
and get a 

An absolutely brilliant way to get things done, 

meet neighbours and earn an extra income!

I’ve been consistently making over £400 a year 

and on the occasions we need the parking 

space we just remove the space from the 

website with one click. I have no idea why this 

service isn’t used by millions of people. I can 

confidently say 5 stars from me.

*Source: The Economist

credit towards your first 
Task by using the 

discount code: 
hellotaskhub

Join now 

5£
and get a 


